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ATTENTION: News Editors 

                                       May 29, 2012 

 

MEDIA AVAILABILITY WITH U.S. SENATORS JOHN McCAIN  

AND JOSEPH LIEBERMAN 

United States Senators John McCain (R-Arizona) and Senator Joseph Lieberman (I-CT) will visit 

Malaysia May 30 – June 1. The U.S. Embassy has arranged a media availability with the 

Senators to discuss their visit on Thursday, May 31, 2012. 

They are in Malaysia as part of their trip to the Asia Pacific region to discuss bilateral and 

regional issues. Senators McCain and Lieberman are scheduled to meet with Malaysian 

government officials and the Perak Royalty during their trip.   

Biographies of Senator’s McCain and Lieberman are attached for your reference. 

**************************** 

NOTE TO EDITOR: 

The U.S. Embassy has arranged a press availability with Senators McCain and Lieberman to 

discuss their visit.  You are invited to send a media representative to attend.  Details are as 

follows: 

Date:   Thursday, May 31, 2012 

Time:  9.15 a.m. 

Venue:  Pearl Room, Ground Level 

            Mandarin Oriental Hotel 

 Kuala Lumpur City Centre 

 50088 Kuala Lumpur 

To confirm attendance, please call Ms. Leni Abd. Latif (012 383 6257) or Ms. Yvonne Oh (012-

2996061) by 4.00 p.m., Wednesday, May 30, 2012.  

 

MEDIA NOTE 

http://www.facebook.com/usembassymalaysia
http://twitter.com/usembassykl


Biography 

Senator John McCain 

 

 
 

Senator John McCain has a remarkable record of leadership and experience that embodies his 

unwavering lifetime commitment to service. First elected to the U.S. House of Representatives 

from Arizona in 1982, John has led the fight for reforming Washington, eliminating wasteful 

government spending, and strengthening our nation's armed forces.  

 

Senator McCain's reform agenda to reduce federal spending and lower taxes quickly elevated 

him to statewide office and he was elected to the United States Senate in 1986, after serving two 

terms in the U.S. House.  

 

In the Senate, he continued to demand that Congress put an end to loopholes for special interests 

and fix the broken system in Washington that too often allows lobbyists to write legislation and 

members of Congress to waste taxpayer money. In November of 2010, Senator McCain was 

overwhelmingly reelected with nearly sixty percent of the vote.  

 

As the son and grandson of distinguished Navy admirals, John McCain deeply values duty, 

honor and service of country. John attended college at the United States Naval Academy, and 

launched a 22-year career as a naval aviator upon his graduation.  

 

On July 29, 1967, John narrowly survived the first of many near-death experiences during his 

lifetime while preparing to take off on a bombing mission over North Vietnam from his ship, the 

USS Forrestal. A missile accidentally fired from a nearby plane struck the fuel tanks on his 

plane.  

 

Instead of taking the option to return home after the Forrestal disaster, Senator McCain 

volunteered for more combat duty - a fateful decision that stopped the clock on his life and 

separated him from his family, and country, for five and a half years.  

 

During his 23rd bombing mission on October 26, 1967, a missile struck his plane and forced him 

to eject, knocking him unconscious and breaking both his arms and his leg. John was then taken 

as a prisoner of war into the now infamous "Hanoi Hilton," where he was denied necessary 

medical treatment and often beaten by the North Vietnamese. He spent much of his time as a 

prisoner of war in solitary confinement, aided by his faith and the friendships of his fellow 

POWs. When he was finally released and able to return home years later, Senator McCain 

continued his service by regaining his naval flight status.  



 

Senator McCain's last Navy duty assignment was to serve as the naval liaison to the United 

States Senate. He retired from the Navy in 1981. His naval honors include the Silver Star, 

Bronze Star, Legion of Merit, Purple Heart, and the Distinguished Flying Cross.   

 

 

Senator McCain currently serves on the following Senate Committees during the 112
th

 Congress: 

Ranking Member on the Senate Armed Services Committee; Committee on Health, Education, 

Labor, and Pensions; Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, and 

Committee on Indian Affairs.  Senator McCain has seven children and four grandchildren, and 

currently lives in Phoenix, Arizona with his wife Cindy.   

 

  



Biography 

 
Senator Joseph Lieberman 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Now in his fourth and final term representing Connecticut in the United States Senate, Joe 

Lieberman has earned a national reputation as a thoughtful, principled, and effective legislator.  

 

He is perhaps best known as the Democratic candidate for Vice President in 2000. More than 

that, he is a national leader who works across party lines to find common ground, who speaks his 

conscience, and who gets things done for Connecticut and the country.  

 

That reputation is based on a long and distinguished record. Senator Lieberman is one of 

Congress's most influential voices on security issues. He was the Senate's leading champion of 

legislation creating the Department of Homeland Security to better protect the nation from 

terrorist attacks. He has been at the forefront of efforts not only to increase our investment in 

defense, but to transform our armed forces to better meet the threats of the 21st Century. Senator 

Lieberman has been a strong and consistent advocate for using America's military might to 

defend America's interests and values when they are seriously endangered.  

 

Here at home, Senator Lieberman believes in equal opportunity for all Americans. He supports 

economic policies that spark business growth, encourage innovation, open the doors of 

opportunity for all, expand markets for American products, and keep the government's budget 

books in balance. He is also a champion for the ordinary investor and consumer, fighting to 

ensure that public and private watchdogs meet the highest standards of independence and 

integrity. Moreover, he led the successful legislative effort to repeal the military’s discriminatory 

“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy, which prohibits patriotic gay and lesbian Americans from 

serving openly in our armed services.  

 

Throughout his more than 20 years in the United States Senate, Senator Lieberman has proven 

himself a true environmental champion. From helping to negotiate the Clean Air Act 

Amendments of 1990, to consistently working to protect the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in 

Alaska from oil and gas drilling and exploration, to fighting to better fund conservation efforts 

along Long Island Sound and authoring several bills to combat climate change – including the 

first one to ever make it to the Senate floor for a vote, Senator Lieberman has committed himself 

tirelessly to the preservation of our air, land and water.  

 

Senator Lieberman is a strong advocate for investing in our public schools, empowering parents, 

and challenging all students to meet higher academic standards. He seeks to give all Americans, 

regardless of income, the chance to go to college and develop the skills they need to succeed in 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http://lieberman.senate.gov/&sa=U&ei=NxzET8KuDquN6QH0mfSwCg&ved=0CBQQFjAB&usg=AFQjCNFOsUKeXNCrwo7W_BC3uaFyQQI_Xw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://lieberman.senate.gov/&sa=U&ei=NxzET8KuDquN6QH0mfSwCg&ved=0CBQQFjAB&usg=AFQjCNFOsUKeXNCrwo7W_BC3uaFyQQI_Xw


our global information economy. He works to expand quality and affordable healthcare to all 

Americans and to safeguard Medicare and Social Security for future generations. 

 

Senator Lieberman is a vocal advocate for campaign finance reform and has written extensively 

on the dignity and nobility of public service. He urges America to be true to its tradition of 

tolerance by giving faith and its practitioners a place at the national table. Senator Lieberman is 

dedicated to strengthening America's families and renewing our common values by working with 

parents to improve the culture in which they raise their children. 

 

Professional Career 

 

Senator Lieberman is Chairman of the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, 

which is responsible for oversight of the Department of Homeland Security and assuring the 

efficiency and effectiveness of the Federal Government. In addition, he is a member of the 

Senate Armed Services Committee, where he is Chairman of the Subcommittee on Airland and 

sits on the Personnel and Seapower Subcommittees; and the Small Business Committee. 

 

Senator Lieberman was born in Stamford, Connecticut, on February 24, 1942, and attended 

public schools there. He received his bachelor's degree from Yale College in 1964 and his law 

degree from Yale Law School in 1967. Senator Lieberman was elected to the Connecticut State 

Senate in 1970 and served there for ten years, including the last six as Majority Leader. In 1980, 

he returned to private legal practice for two years, and from 1983 through 1988, he served as 

Connecticut's 21st Attorney General. As Attorney General he took on polluters of Connecticut's 

environment, went after deadbeat dads by strengthening child support enforcement, and earned a 

strong reputation as a defender of consumers' rights. 

 

Senator Lieberman was first elected to the United States Senate in 1988, scoring the nation's 

biggest political upset that year by a margin of just 10,000 votes. Six years later, he made history 

by winning the biggest landslide victory ever in a Connecticut Senate race, drawing 67 percent of 

the vote and beating his opponent by more than 350,000 votes. In 2000, Senator Lieberman was 

elected by another overwhelming margin to a third term. 

 

In 2006, Senator Lieberman was elected to a fourth term as an Independent, because of the 

strength of his record and his accomplishments for the state. He won the general election by 

more than 100,000 votes. He remains committed to caucusing with Senate Democrats, but is 

identified as an Independent Democrat (ID-CT). 

 

On January 19, 2011, in his hometown of Stamford, Connecticut, Senator Lieberman announced 

his plan to retire from the United States Senate at the end of his fourth term. In his remarks he 

said, “I go forward with a tremendous sense of gratitude for the opportunities I have had to make 

a difference.”  


